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FIGURES IN RIOT CASE -- Attorney A. L. Wirin, with officers who arrested her sons, Ronald, center, 
left with Mrs Rena l-rye, accused ot intertenng and Marquette, right. Incident touched off riot. 
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Negroes Whose Arrests 
Began Riot Alter Pleas 

Two Deny Guilt and Give Their Version 
of Incident That Led to Racial Disorders 



BY PAUL BECK 

Tlnut Staff Writtr 

Two Negro brothers \vh09e arrests touched off the 
south Los Angeles riot asked Thursday to change their 
guilty pleas to innocent and for the first time publicly 
gave their version of the incident. 

Marquette Frye, 21, and 
his brother, Ronald, 22, ap- ing with an officer. Her trial 
peared in Municipal Court is scheduled to open today, 
with their mother, Mrs. Re- but Wirin said attempts may 
na Frye, 49, and their two be made to delay it so ail 
attorneys. three can be tried together. 

Affidavits filed with the In a copy of a statement 
court charged that the broth- given to the probation de- 
ers and their mother, of partment that was filed with 
11620 S. Towne Ave., were .Judge Waters, Marquette 
beaten by officers the night Frye gave this version of the 
of Aug. 11— the start of five initial incident: 
days of bloody rioting, loot- His brot h e r had just been 
ing and property destruc- jj sc harged from the Air 
ti° n - Force and the two drove 

Had Pleaded Guilty their mother's car to the 
Judge Marv E. Waters- h » rae }™° girls where 
! who had been scheduled to they had "a few drinks o 
sentence the brothers-con- vodka and orange juice . . . 
tinued the case to Oct. 1 after Stopped by Officer 
attorneys A. L. Wirin of the They left about 6 p.m. and 
American Civil Liberties were stopped by a motorcy- 
Union and Stanley R. Ma- c i e officer (apparently a Cal. 
lone Jr. moved that their ifomia Highway Patrolman) 
guilty pleas be set aside so a t Avalon Blvd. and 116th 
they could plead innocent, st- about half a block from 

Marquette Frye had their home, 
pleaded guilty to misdemea- Marquette Frye said 
nor drunk driving, malicious "The officer was very friend- 
mischief and battery. His ly, courteous and nice" and 
brother had pleaded guilty that when asked for a dnv- 
to battery and interfering er's license, he told the offi- 



with officers. 

Their pleas were entered 
the day after their arrest by 
California Highway Patrol- 
men. 

Their mother, who was ar- 
rested at the same time, has 
pleaded innocent to interfer- 



cer he had lost it. 

The officer also asked if 
Marquette Fry had had any- 
thing to drink "and I advised 
him that I did have two 
drinks many hours earlier." 
By now, about 10 to 12 per- 

Please Turn to Pg. 25, Col. f 
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Two Arrested 
at Riot Start 
Change Pleas 

Continued from Third Paje 

sons had gathered and mora 
began arriving. 

"It appeared that the offi- 
cer, who was very friendly, 
was letting me go, when a 
California Highway Patrol 
officer, in an automobile . . . 
came around to see what was 
happening. 

"The new officer was very 
nasty and made some nasty 
remarks as he was passing 
me by. At this time my moth- 
er came down the street and 
she and the new officer got 
into words." 

More People 

While this was going on, 
more people arrived along 
with more police. 

"The crowd so far," said 
Marquette Frye, "was 
friendly and joking and rib- 
bing the officers a bit; then 
when the officer in the auto- 
mobile went to his car and 
got out a shotgun it infuriat- 
ed the people and they start- 
ed to yell at him and he 
yelled back, and my mother 
said that she is my mother to 
the officer and the first offi- 
cer then twisted her arm be- 
hind her back and seemed to 
lift her off the ground, and 
put handcuffs on her. caus- 
ing her to cry and scream, 
due to the pain. 

"The crowd then got bois- 
terous and started to mill 
around and push in and 
were hollering to 'leave the 
old lady alone.'" 

Swings Stick 

He said his brother asked 
the officer "not to hit his 
mother" and that then the of- 
ficer "started to swing a 
night stick and hit him (the 
brother! many times about 
the stomach area. Another 
otticer grabbed him and 
started to hit anrl heat him in 
the stomach." 

Marquette Frye said he 
was still standing by the car 
when "one of the officers 
came up against me and hit 
me extremely hard on the 
front of my head, causing me 
to become extremely dizzy 
and then I noticed an officer 
standing next to me with a 
shotgun pressing against my 
temple. 

"At the same time some- 
body again was striking me 
on the head with a stick," he 
continued. 

The youth said he passed 
out and awakened in the offi- 
cer's car with people "all 
screaming and hollering and 
there seemed to be 100 or 
more people gathering 
around asking them not to 
beat us. 

Passes Out 

"I was then struck again 
and kicked and passed out, 
and it seems a day or more 
passed before I knew what 
was going on." 

According to the CHP re- 
port, officers Lee Minikus 
and Bob Lewis stopped the 
Frye car, the brothers resist- 
ed arrest and Mrs. Frye 
heaped abuse on the officers. 

About 200 Negroes gath- 
ered, the CHP said, and dur- 
ing a scuffle the shirt was 
torn from the back of one of 
the officers. 

The two officers radioed 
for assistance and about 20 
city policemen arrived. Vi- 
olence spread quickly. 

In a brief statement to 
newsmen Thursday, Mar- 
quette Frye said he did not 
see any Los Angeles police 
at the scene. 

The youth, in another affi- 
davit filed with Judge Wa- 
ters, said he initially pleaded 
guilty "because I was sick; 
my left forehead was bleed- 
ing and I thought if I plead- 
ed guilty I would get out of 
jail." 

Doctor Quoted 

After he was released on 
bail, he said Dr. William T. 
Grant, a Sierra Madre neuro- 
surgeon, "advised me that 
the pain in my head was 
caused by the pressure of 
fluid on my brain." 

Ronald Frye, in his affida- 
vit, said he pleaded guilty 
because his brother was sick 
"and throwing up blood; I 
thought that by pleading 
guilty my brother and I 
would get out of jail and my 
brother could obtain medical 
attention." 

The affidavits also dis- 
closed that Ronald Frye and 
his mother "were asked" to 
see Mayor Samuel W. Yorty 
on Aug. 27 and that "we told 
him about the actions of the. 
arresting officers . . ." 

Two days later, the mayor 
issued a statement criticizing 
jthe way the CHP made the 
larrosls and asked for an in- 
vestigation by the district aV 
i. Homey. 
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Judge Urges Approval 
of Constitution Change 

Declares Prop. 1-A Would Turn Basic Law 
Into Workable Framework for Government 



OH, DOCTOR! 



By Reamer Keller $15,000 FINE, PROBATION 



BY GENE BLAKE 

Tama Staff Wrltar 



Voter approval of Pro- 
position 1-A, the constitu- 
tfonal revision measure on 
the November ballot, was 
«rge<1 Friday at the clos- 
ing session "of the State 
Bar convention in the Dis- 
neyland Hotel. 

"We have to bring the 
state Constitution up to 
standards so that it can be 
a workable framework for 
State government," Or- 
ange County Superior 
Judge Bruce W. Sumner 
said in a panel discussion. 

r We are delighted not to 
have any organized oppo- 
sition," added Sumner, 
who is chairman of the 
Constitution Revision 
Commission. 

Sumner conceded the 
most controversial feature 
is a provision that the Le- 
gislature set the salaries of 
its members. A companion 
statute fixes the figure ini- 
tially at $16,000 annually. 

"We do now have a full- 
time Legislature, whether 
we like it or not," he said. 

Mentions Trust 
"To be a member of the 
Legislature is a fulltime 
job. 

"If we are going to trust 
the legislators to handle a 
S4.5 billion budget, they 
should be given the re- 
sponsibility to deal with 
their own salary." 

However, Sumner noted 
that the proposal contains 
several safeguards, includ- 
ing a conflict-of-interest 
statute described as "the 
toughest in the nation." 

"If it could be criticized 
for anything, it would be 
for its potential restrictive 
features," he said. 

"It looks like it will be a 
workable law." 

Proposition 1-A revises 
articles dealing with the 
separation of powers and 
the legislative, executive 



and judicial branches of 
government, comprising 
about one third of the Con- 
stitution. It cuts 22,000 
words down to about 6,- 
000. 

75% Cut Proposed 
Bnrnham Bnerscn of 
San Francisco, vice chair- 
man of the commission 
and a past president of the 
State Bar, said the present 
judiciary article is about 
the same length as the en- 
tire U.S. Constitution. He 
said the proposed revision 
will reduce it by about 

73 ",'r. 

"I very much hope you 
will all vote for Proposi- 
tion 1-A," he told the law- 
yers and judges. 

A third member of the 
commission, Ralph X. 
Kleps, director of the ad- 
ministrative office of the 
California courts, said it 
would be impossible to 
achieve real revision with- 
out lumping several ar- 
ticles together to be voted 
on at one time. 

Finish in 4 Years 
Kleps said the commis- 
sion hopes to complete its 
work on the remaining 
two thirds of the Constitu- 
tion within four years, so 
that it may be voted on at 
the next two general elec- 
tions. 

The Conference of Cali- 
f o r n i a Judges endorsed 
Proposition 1-A earlier 
this week. The Board of 
Governors of the State Bar 
approved the judiciary ar- 
ticle. 

Sumner said other en- 
dorsements have been re- 
ceived from the board of 
directors of the State 
Chamber of Commerce, 
the League of California 
Cities, the California Su- 
pervisors Assn., other or- 
ganizations and newspa- 
pers. 



MRS. REN A FRYE FINED 
$250, GIVEN PROBATION 



Sirs. Rena Frye was 
fined $250, given a sus- 
pended 30-day jail sen- 
tence and placed on two 
years' probation Friday 
for her involvement in an 
arrest incident that many 
believe sparked the 1965 
Waits riot. 

The sentence was im- 
posed by Municipal Court 
Judge George M. Dell after 
attorneys for Mrs. Frye 
entered a no contest plea 
to charges that she dis- 
turbed the peace during 
the arrest of her sons, Ro- 
nald and Marquette Frye. 

Last Nov. 1, a jury 
found Mrs. Frye guilty of 
Interfering with police 
during the arrests, and she 
received the same sen- 
tence as Friday's — also 
from Judge Dell. 

Later, however, her 
November conviction was 
reversed by the Superior 
Court Appellate Depart- 
ment, which observed that 
a new trial would permit 



the determination of guilt 
or innocence without "the 
disrupting influences and 
environment which infect- 
ed the first trial." 

Mrs. Frye chose to enter 
the nolo contendere plea 
in a court hearing instead 
of having a new jury trial. 

The incident leading to 
the charges against Mrs. 
Frye occurred near her 
home -when a California 
Highway Patrol officer 
stopped a car driven by 
Marquette Frye and 
sought to arrest him on 
charges of drunk driving. 
Ronald Frye was also in 
the auto. 

Officers testified that 
Mrs. Frye placed herself 
between them and Mar- 
quette in an effort to pre- 
vent his arrest. 



Administrator Named 

LA MESA — Mel Gher- 
ardini has been appointed 
administrator of Mt. Helix 
General Hospital. 




"You mean there's no maternity clause? 



Cardinal Chides Bishop 
Pike for Abortion View 



James Francis Cardinal 
Mclntyre said Friday, in a 
continuing dispute among 
churchmen over legali- 
zation of abortions, that 
his doctrines are "in com- 
plete agreement" with 
those of St. Thomas Aqui- 
nas. 

James A. Pike, auxiliary 
bishop of the Protestant 
Episcopal diocese of Cali- 
fornia at San Francisco, 
Said Thursday that the Ro- 
man Catholic archbishop 
of Los Angeles had been 
inflammatory and in disa- 
greement with St. Thomas 
when he called abortions 
"tantamount to murder." 

Pike's Opinion 

St. Thomas, Bishop Pike 
said, did not consider the 
human fetus to be a person 
before it had quickened, or 
begun to move in a life of 
its own. 

"St. Thomas would be 
amazed to think he was 
quoted as an authority on 
abortion." Cardinal Mcln- 
tyre said Friday in re- 
plying to Bishop Pike's 
doctrinal criticism. 

"Recognition of t he- 
moment of life is not the 
issue," the cardinal said. 
"The issue is that life is ta- 
ken. 

"It is' noticeable that 
Bishop Pike does not de- 
ny, nor does the responsib- 
le medical profession de- 
ny, that the circumstance 
proposed in the law can be . 



and often will be murder," 
he said. 

"Does Bishop Pike seek 
to justify murder? Surely 
this would not be the doc- 
trine of the church which 
has so highly honored 
him." 

Bishop Pike is support- 
ing passage of the Beilen- 
son bill to permit ther- 
apeutic abortions in cases 
of pregnancies resulting 
from rape or incest, or 
when the unborn child is 
threatened with probable 
malformations. 

Popes Gregory XIV and 
Innocent III as well as St. 
Thomas considered the fe- 
tus to have become a per- 
son at the time of quicken- 
ing. Bishop Pike said. An 
abortion before that time 
would not then be consi- 
dered murder by them. 



Great Books Meeting 

SAN LUIS OBISPO— A 
new Great Books discus- 
sion group will, hold its 
first meeting at 8 -p.m. 
Thursday in the City Li- 
brary,, 



KA THRYN KUHLMAN 
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GRAND OPENING STUDIO APTS. S 

In Hollywood • Luxury Aprs. • Modest Rentals ■ 

1 * 3 KOKOOMS • FURNISHED t, UNFURNISHED Z 
SEE UNUSUAL DISPLAY APIS. IN SPANISH l MEDITERRANEAN ITALIAN ■ 

5836 HAROLD WAY ■ 
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ONLY 3 APTS. LEFT 
IN LUXURIOUS MENLO MANOR 
★ MODEST RENTALS ★ 

•ooUSoaaa sum Oym sin gl e 1-S*. * 1-1*. A*. Fan. or Unfam., 
Sm annual tfbplay apt. 

9811 S HFMfl iMttifvin*** 



ONLY 3 APARTMENTS LEFT IN 
LUXURIOUS SELMA ARMS 
SEE UNUSUAL MODEL APT. NOW ON DISPLAY 
Available now is a spacious 1 bedroom and 2 choice 2 
bedroom apartments. Furnished or unfurnished. 

794* SELMA AVE. 

1 block No. of Saniat-Vii Mode (art of loural 



Thieves Trapped by 
Computer Sentenced 



A Glendale couple were 
placed on 10 years' proba- 
tion, fined $15,000 and or- 
dered to continue psychia- 
tric treatment Friday af- 
ter losing a battle of wits 
with a computer. 

Michael L. Klemens. 31, 
a graduate of the Universi- 
ty of Pennsylvania's 
school of finance, and his 
wife, Deanne, 27, a Bryn 
M a w r politicial science 
graduate, pleaded guilty 
last May to three counts of 
grand theft in connection 
with an elaborate scheme 
to bilk the State Depart- 
ment of Employment 

Klemens told Superior 
Court Judge Richard F. C. 
Hayden that he had de- 
vised the scheme — which 



involved the assistance of 
his wife, a disability insur- 
ance officer in the employ- 
ment department — "to 
prove my cleverness to my 
wife and myself." 

The scheme, investiga- 
tors said involved the fil- 
ing of false disability 
claims, using the names 
and Social Security num- 
bers of dead persons. 

For 19 months, Klemens 
said, the scheme worked 
like a charm, returning 
520,339 to him between 
January, 1964 and July, 
1965. 

But Klemens had over- 
looked the existence of a 
newly processed data 



processing .machine, 
which state investigators 
asked during a routine au- 
dit if any claims were be- 
ing filed in the names of 
dead persons. 

"For the first time 
ever," a state spokesman 
said, "the machine an- 
swered 'Yes.'" 

The Klemens were ar- 
rested soon afterward. 
They were sentenced by 
Judge Hayden. 



Annexation Fails 

• BISHOP — An election 
to consider the annexation 
of an area south of here 
was defeated this week by 
a vote of 17-5. 



SAT., SEPT. 24, 1 966-Partlil 

Highway Patrol Bldg. 
Rising at Oceanside 

OCEANSIDE — Ground 
has been broken here for 
new California Highway 
Patrol facilities to serve 
the northern coast of San 
Diego County and the 
southern tip of Orange 
County. 



•James Beard's Cooking CtattesS 
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DON'T WAIT! 

DIAL MISS^USTANG 



LOS ANGELES: 938-2485 
EL MONTE: 4424902 
GLENDALE: 2474994 
VAN NUYS: 981-4111 
COMPTON: 537-2600 
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Special: this Sunday Night! 

-TtoBric^MtaMBrmKmf 

Winner of Seven Academy Awards 
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SoMOrad byTna Fora Motor Company 





\nctor Buono stars as the strangier 
Saturday night movie 4: tonight mo 




DOWN, you can live in a $47,000 home 
overlooking Glendale's Chevy Chase 
Country Club and Golf Course! 



1 and 2 story homes. 4 bedrooms: 3 baths. , 




>e*»V* 

^HOLLYWOOD 




Every home has refrigerated air conditioning. Formal din- 
ing rooms; large library / den / family room; wall-to-wall 
carpeting; custom made draperies throughout. AM-FM 
intercom throughout; landscaping & sprinkler system. 

*46,SOO <- *SO,000 

BALANCE ON LIBERAL TERMS 



PHONIt 247-12S3 



HOLIYWOOP FRESWAV 



4 



Chevy Chese Drive to Gotf Club 
Drive (entrance to Chevy Chase 
Golf & Country club), then fol- 
low Golf Club Drive (or Parway) 
up the hill to Chevy chase Es- 
tates Sales Office. Models open 
11 A.M. 'til dark. 
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ON THE SIDELINE- -Marquette Frye, right, whose 
arrest touched off recent riot, views a Mate ienate 



fact-finding committee hearing into the case with 
brother, Ronald, and mother, Reno, who also were 



arrested. None of the three testified. In rear are 
attorneys Stanley R. Malone, left, and A. L. Wirin. 

Times pholu by John Malmin 



Bullhorn Used in Riot 
Called Tool of Police 

Councilman Says Device Was Borrowed by 
City Employe Trying to Help Officers 

BY ERWIN BAKER 

Timti SUH Writw 

The bullhorn cited by Police Chief William H. Park- 
er as evidence of organized incitement of the south Los 
Angeles riot actually was a police bullhorn borrowed 
by a person trying to help the police, City Councilman 
Billy G. Mills said Wednesday. 

Mills added that he was so 
disgusted with "useless" te: 



timony submitted to the 
council's Police, Fire and Ci- 
vil Defense Committee's riot 
investigation that he would 
launch a separate investiga- 
tion by the Personnel Com- 
mittee, which he heads. 

Parker and Councilman 
Thomas Bradlev clashed re 



Parker appeared Wednes- 
iay before a State Senate 
xmimittee investigating the 
-ole of the California High- 
way Patrol in a drunken 
Jriving arrest of Marquette 
h'rye which is generally con- 
sidered the start of the riot. 

Also on Wednesday, the 
council committee turned its 



peatedlv at Tuesdav's hear- attention to a police raid on 

ing over Bradlev's "fruitless the Black Muslim temple. 

attempts to get the chief to ,eo6 s - Broadway, during 

i d e n t i f v the individuals <-he waning stages of the not 

using the bullhorn. 011 Au =- ls - 

r.u i j n * t c* De P- PoIice chief Thomas 

Checked Out of Stat.on Re(Jdjn ret . ounted ^ evenlf 

Mills said the bullhorn sulT oundin? the raid on Mu- 
was checked out of the 77th hammad's Mosque of Islam 
Street Police Station to a re- Xo. 27, and a similar raid ar 
sponsible person who is a hour later at the United Ye- 
University of California t er ans Club, 5874 S. Broad- 
graduate and a city employe. way 
Mills declined to give his 
name. 



The man used the bull- 
horn to direct traffic at lO.'Jrd 
St. in an effort "to keep Cau- 
casians from getting their 
heads blown off," the coun- 
cilman said. 

But Lt. Frank J. Beeson. 
acting commander of the 
77th Street Station, flatly de- 
nied that a bullhorn had 
been checked out of the sta- 
tion during the riot. 

Mills replied he had "very 
reliable information" that it 
had, and added: "1 an; kind 
of surprised that they won't 
accept responsibility." 

Testimony Recalled 

Parker said during testi- 
mony Monday and Tuesday 
i before the council's com- 
jmittce that use of the bull- 
horn was an example of the 
tvpe of organized effort used 
to escalate the riot. 

But the chief refused t( 
identify any organizatior 
which "may have contribute! 
I to the riot. 



Both raids, said Reddin 
Please Turn to Pe. 32, Col. 1 
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RIOT HEARING 



Continued from Third Page 
were in response to sniper 
fira directed at police. 

However, Mills said he 
had information that the 
mosque raid was deliberate- 
ly provoked by falsa tele- 
phone calls to police that 
Negroes were carrying guns 
into the building. Mills said 
he didn't know who made 
the cadis, hut he didn't think 
they were made by Negroes 
or by police. 

The councilman was high- 
ly critical, however, of the 
heavy barrage of gunfire lev- 
eled at the mosque and ve- 
terans club by police and 
other officers. 

Destruction Hit 
"It seems to me they were 
trying to destroy both of the 
buildings," he said. "The re- 
sponses were totally unrea- 
sonable and there was 
evidence of total destruction, 
such as the smashed-in TV 
sets (inside the mosque)." 

Eeddin defended police ac- 
tion, saying large-scale force 
was necessary to overcome 
large-scale resistance. 

However, the deputy po- 
lice chief prefaced his report 
by pointing out that officers 
had been working long 
hours in the riot and had 
been "exposed to things un- 
heard of in the history of the 
city." 

Heddin said little, if any- 
thing, that hadn't already 
been reported about the 
mosque raid, but he won the 
praise of two Negro council- 
men, Mills and Bradley, foi 
his attitude. 

"He is the kind of person ] 
like to talk to," said Mills 



"He was very co-operative 
and I appreciate it. He 
wasn't screaming as the 
chief did." 

But Mills added, "It 
doesn't mean I'm satisfied 
with the evidence or the way 
the police responded." 

Later, Mills announced 
that his committee would 
look into an investigation of 
conduct of city employes and 
policies of city departments 
in relation to the riot. 

He said the committee 
would start at 1:30 p.m. Mon- 
day by studying the raid on 
the mosque, and complained 
that testimony given at the 
council hearing was "in 
direct conflict with the 
sworn statements of police 
personnel" regarding the 
mosque. 

Another Hearing 
Another r i o t - connected 
hearing was held at the 
State Building, where the 
State Senate Fact-Finding 
Committee on Transporta- 
tion and Public Utilities 
heard from Chief Parker 
and California Highway Pa- 
trol Commissioner Bradford 
M. Crittenden. 

Parker reiterated criti- 
cism of a drunken driving 



irrest handled by the Cali- 
fornia Highway Patrol on 
•Vug. 11 which resulted in 
the incident that started the 
riot. 

The chief said he regret- 
ted criticizing the CHP but, 
"I don't want to see the 
LAPD take criticism for 
something it did not do." 

Crittenden contended that 
the arrest was handled 
properly and that CHP offi- 
:ers are given thorough 
training in making such ar 
rests. 

Family Present 

The alleged drunken driv- 
er, Marquette Frye, and his 
mother, Rena, and brother, 
Ronald, who were arrested 
along with him in a subse- 
quent melee, were at the 
hearing but didn't testify. 

Sen. Randolph Collier (D 
Yreka), committee chair 
man, said the Fryes had 
asked for immunity from 
prosecution of charges fac 
ing them in return for testi- 
fying. But Collier said it 
would "not be proper to in- 
terfere with the judicial 
processes." 

Attorney A. L. Wirin, who 
along with attorney Stanley 
R. Malone accompanied the 
Fryes, said the hearing 
"turns out to be one-sided 
since only officials were 
.called." 

Wirin said the Fryes 
would have testified that of- 



ficers provoked the crowd by] 

aeing brutal. 

The committee also heard 
from Fire Department Batta- 
lion Chief Gene Mahoney 
who testified that 104 pieces 
of fire apparatus were da- 
maged in the riot, three by 
Molotov cocktails. Mahoney 
suggested a law making it a 
felony to attack an emergen- 
cy vehicle. 
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